How to Do a Lab Report

Never use personal pronouns or contractions.

1. Problem and Title for your lab report
Teacher gives you the problem.  Problem is in the form of a question.

2. Prior Research
Use the Internet or library books.  You cannot use encyclopedias. See worksheet titled “Writing about your research” for details of how to write this section.

3. Identify Variables 

Independent Variable, Dependent Variable, Constant Variables
4. Hypothesis

If (IV) is related to  (DV) and  (IV) is (describe change to IV), then ____________ (DV) will _____________ (increase/decrease). This will happen because _____________________________ (scientific reason why).

5. Method

a. Materials - list materials and you must be specific.

· 3 x 250ml beakers

· 1 x 10ml grauated cylinder

· 2 x 50ml graduated cylinders

· Etc…..

b. Procedure - step by step

1.  Gather all materials.

2. Using 10ml graduated cylinder, measure 5ml water.

3. etc.

6. Experiment and data collection. Your results table should look like this:
	Title goes here

	IV goes here with units
	DV goes here with units

	
	Trials

	
	Average
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Level one
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Level two
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Level three
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Level Four
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Level Five
	
	
	
	
	
	



Use Excel or Word to make the data table

7. Conclusion

· Purpose with the IV, DV, and condition in it

· Hypothesis

· Description of results

· Interpretation and explanation of results

· Relationship to previous research

8. Future Research

This is where you propose new questions.  What else can be done with this lab?  You need to ask three questions and briefly summarize what steps you would take to answer them.

Example:  What if the building was put on a different foundation such as marbles?  Using the same procedure and blocks from the original lab put them on a marble foundation and time how long they are able to stay up.

9. Reference

This is where you list all of your reference sources

10. Introduction  
It may sound strange but we write the introduction near the end. This way, we have all the information we need.
· Paragraph 1 – Attention grabber and scientific details

· Paragraph 2 – Define words

· Paragraph 3 – Restate hypothesis

11. Abstract  

We write the abstract at the very end but we put t at the very beginning of the report. An abstract is an overall summary of everything we did and learned from start to finish. See worksheet titled “Writing an Abstract” for details of how to write a abstract.

Remember! Never use personal pronouns or contractions.

